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1. 36,000 Intellectual Property Cases Concluded Last 
Year in China 

According to the statistics of the Supreme Court, in 2009, 
local courts across the country have received 30.626 thousand 
and concluded 30.509 thousand IP civil  cases at  the first 
instance, up by 25.49% and 29.73% respectively over last year. 
Among the concluded cases, 1361 are foreign concerned, up by 
19.49% over last year. IP civil cases at the second instance 
received and concluded by the courts last year are 5340 and 
5492, up by 12.21% and 16.88% respectively. In 2009, local 
courts across the country have received 2072 and concluded 
1971 IP administrative cases at the first instance, up by 92.92% 
and 90.99% over last year. 3660 criminal cases concerning IP 
infringement were concluded by local courts, up by 10.04% 
over last year.  
Source:http://ip.people.com.cn/GB/11127265.html 
 

The People's Republic of  China Protection Regulations on Customs 
Intellectual Property Rights, which is revised and approved on the 
103rd Executive Meeting of the State Council on March 24, 
2010, was officially announced, and came into force on April 
1st, 2010.  

This  revision  only  specified  or  amended  5  rules  in 
accordance  with  the  Customs’  practical  experiences  of  
intellectual  property  protection,  including  procedures  for 
modification  or  cancellation  of  recordation,  property 
preservation of detained infringing products, and the treatment 
of confiscated infringing products, etc.  

2. The State Council revises Protection Regulations on 
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3. "2010 Action Plan on IPR Protection in China" is is-
sued to implement  
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 April 12, 2010, in order to comprehensively promote the implementation of national intellectual property strategy, 
and continue to carry out protection of intellectual property rights in 2010, in accordance with the arrangements of the 
National IP Strategy Implementation Inter-Ministerial Joint Conference, 28 members of this conference co-developed 
the "2010 Action Plan on IPR Protection in China", and officially issued to implement.  

The Action Plan put forward a number of specific measures on building intellectual property legal system, approval 
and registration, administrative enforcement, judicial protection and setting up the mechanism of the law enforcement 
system, etc.. Under the Plan, the legal system construction will include: promoting revisions and establishment of 
"Trademark  Law",  "Copyright  Law"  and  other  laws  or  regulations,  coordinating  the  drafting  of  "Guide  on 
Antimonopoly of Abuse of Intellectual Property Rights ", and other specific matters.  

Source:http://www.sipo.gov.cn/sipo2008/yw/2010/201004/t20100409_511202.html 

 

 

 
A Practical Introduction of Chinese Patent Search Website CNIPR  

 

 

The search service known to and utilized by most of people for Chinese patent search is offered by the official 
website of China's State Intellectual Property Office (SIPO, http://www.sipo.gov.cn/sipo2008/zljs/). However, based 
on our practice and experiences with Chinese patent search, another website, i.e., China Intellectual Property Net 
(CNIPR, http://www.cnipr.com), is more convenient and practical to use.  A brief introduction to this website is here 
provided, with simple comparisons with the SIPO Search Service for better understanding and usage.  

China Intellectual Property Net (Figure 1) was created by the Intellectual Property Publishing House under the SIPO 
and has a database of all inventions, utility models and designs published and inventions granted since 1985, the year 
when the Patent Law of People's Republic of China was enforced. The database is updated every Wednesday according 
to the publication date. 
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   By    Yuejing Li 

Figure 1: Chinese Homepage of CNIPR  

Click here to go to the 

advanced search screen 

Click here to go to the 

English homepage 
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I. Chinese search interface of CNIPR  

As shown in Figure 2, CNIPR provides search for "granted invention patents", "Taiwanese patents" and "lapsed 
patents" and includes two searchable data that are not provided in SIPO Search, i.e., "claim search" (all claims including 
independent and dependent claims) and "description search". Therefore the CNIPR could search more; especially the 
full-text description search therein would improve the search coverage and accuracy to a great extent. These functions 
cannot be found in the search service offered on SIPO website, however, it is unfortunate that the English search 
interface of CNIPR, which will be explained later in this article, does not offer these functions, either.  

In addition, the search engine of CNIPR is much faster than the one offered by SIPO although a search session on the 
Chinese search interface will expire if there is no activity on the interface for a certain amount of time and the connection 
will need to be restarted, which is kind of inconvenient.  

It should also be noted that a part of the service related to "Taiwanese patent" and "lapsed patent" search requires a 
fee.  

A simple user's guide to the Chinese search interface of CNIPR is provided on EPO website:  

http://documents.epo.org/projects/babylon/eponet.nsf/0/8c727fca8c0c4ee2c125757d00452ac6/$file/cnipr_document_retrieval_chinese_200906_en.pdf 

II. English search interface of CNIPR  

It is commendable that CNIPR has a comparatively full-function English search interface, which facilitates the patent 
search for applicants who do not speak Chinese.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

Figure 2. Chinese Search Interface of CNIPR   
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 1. Wide data coverage with timely updates  

The database coverage provided by the English search interface of CNIPR is shown in Table 1. It can be seen that 
this English search interface covers a wide range of data which are updated quite timely. But the data update on SIPO 
English search interface (Website: http://218.240.13.210/sipo_EN/search/tabSearch.do?method=init) is subject to at 
least 3 months of delay.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Abundant search fields  

As shown in Figure 1, a click on the link "English" at the top left corner of CNIPR homepage will lead a user to the 
English homepage, which is shown in Figure 3.  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

Figure 3: English Homepage of CNIPR  

Click here to go to 

the search screen 

A click on the "C-pat search" button, as shown in 
Figure 3, will  open the search interface, which is 
shown in Figure 4. The SIPO English search interface 
does not provide "Design" search field while CNIPR 
does;  and SIPO English search does not provide 
"Abstract" search but "Title" search only for "Utility 
Model" while CNIPR, just like the "Note" column in 
Table 1 indicates, translates the abstracts of utility 
model  and  design  patent  applications  with  a 
translation machine so that the "Abstract" search in 
English is possible. However, it should be noted that, 
as  the  translation  is  provided  by  a  machine,  the 
translation quality is not totally satisfactory, which 
may impact the search reliability.  

CNIPR search returns 5,000 results at maximum in 
a search while SIPO search can return all matching 
results, this gives SIPO an advantage.  




